
Writing to the Prompt 

For each of these prompts, brainstorm about the novels we have read this year.  Think critically about 

how each of these novels may respond to each of these prompts.  Much like the “funnel” paragraph 

game in which we stretched our thinking to connect seemingly disparate ideas, we need to stretch our 

thinking to find ways to bend the prompts to our understanding of the novels. 

 

1977, #2. In some novels and plays certain parallel or recurring events prove to be significant. In an 

essay, describe the major similarities and differences in a sequence of parallel or recurring events in a 

novel or play and discuss the significance of such events. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

 

1980. A recurring theme in literature is the classic war between a passion and responsibility. For 

instance, a personal cause, a love, a desire for revenge, a determination to redress a wrong, or some 

other emotion or drive may conflict with moral duty. Choose a literary work in which a character 

confronts the demands of a private passion that conflicts with his or her responsibilities. In a well-

written essay show clearly the nature of the conflict, its effects upon the character, and its significance 

to the work. 

 

2005, Form B. One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power. Write an essay in 

which you discuss how a character in a novel or a drama struggles to free himself or herself from the 

power of others or seeks to gain power over others. Be sure to demonstrate in your essay how the 

author uses this power struggle to enhance the meaning of the work. 

 

2015. In literary works, cruelty often functions as a crucial motivation or a major social or political factor. 

Select a novel, play, or epic poem in which acts of cruelty are important to the theme. Then write a well-

developed essay analyzing how cruelty functions in the work as a whole and what the cruelty reveals 

about the perpetrator and/or victim. 

 


